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abled to extend a universal invitation to all Americans
everywhere to participate in Red Cross work through indi-
vidual memberships.

Cordially yours,
DOUGLAS GRIESEMER,

Director of Public Relations.

Subject: Third Congress of the Pan-Pacific Surgical
Association.
To the Surgeons of the Countries of the Pacific!
My dear Colleagues:
The Third Congress of the Pan-Pacific Surgical Asso-

ciation to be held in Honolulu, September 15 to 28, 1939,
is an occasion of more than average significance for every
surgeon practicing in the nations bordering on the Pacific.
The Association was organized in 1929 by surgeons from

China, Australia, New Zealand, Japan, Canada and the
United States, meeting together in Honolulu. At this meet-
ing those in attendance became keenly aware of the great
value of bringing together at regular intervals men from
the ends of the vast Pacific area, and it was voted to hold
similar assemblies in Honolulu at three- or five-year inter-
vals.
The aims of the association as embodied in the Constitu-

tion adopted at that time are simply:
1. To bring to Honolulu surgeons from countries border-

ing on the Pacific Ocean, so as to permit the exchange of
surgical ideas and methods.

2. To further the principles of hospital standardization.
3. To develop an acquaintanceship among the surgeons so

that they may be instrumental in developing a spirit of good
fellowship among the races bordering on the Pacific.
There is no great burden of organization. Membership is

by attendance, and the dues are the registration fee of
$25 for the Congress attended.
A postgraduate session, to follow the Congress for ten

days, is planned. Details as to courses and instructors are
not yet available but will be made known to the chairman
of your country as soon as definitely arranged.
The medical men of Hawaii are arranging many pleas-

urable activities for the afternoons and evenings that the
Congress is not in session. The week-ends will be available
for tours to the other islands of the Hawaiian group. No
place in the world offers so much in the way of diversion,
relaxation, and rare scenic charm as Hawaii, so pictur-
esquely called the "Paradise of the Pacific."
"Pahi," 64 Symonds Street,
Auckland, New Zealand.

Cordially yours,
J. HARDIE NEIL, President.

Subject: Lure of Medical History article on bubonic
plague in California by George H. Evans.*

(coPY)
Treasury Department
Public Health Service
National Institute of Health
Washington, D. C.
December 21, 1938

George H. Kress, M.D.
Editor, California and Western Medicine,
San Francisco, Cal.
Dear Doctor Kress:

Referring to your letter of December 2, I have just
received the copy of the journal referred to therein, and
have read Doctor Evans' article with much interest. I had
delayed writing until receiving this copy, thinking that
some further comment might be called for in view of my
own brief paragraphs on plague in San Francisco in Sup-

* See following issues: November, page 383; December,
page 458; this issue, page 24.

If present plans do not miscarry, Medical Director Stim-
son's article will appear in the February issue.

plement 141, but none seems necessary. I shall look up the
other chapters of Doctor Evans' contribution.

I have requested the publications section at the Bureau
to forward to you a copy of Supplement 141 and trust that
you will receive it promptly. Only a small edition was
printed, since it was intended more for a record than for
general distribution, and I have no remaining copies for
personal disposition.

Sincerely yours,
A. M. STIMSON,

Medical Director, United States Public
Health Service.

Subject: Letter from possible beneficiary member of
the California Medical Association Medical Service.

(coPY)
San Jose, California,

December 6, 1938.
California Medical Association.
Gentlemen:

In the November 26, 1938, issue of the Pacific Rural
Press, appears an article saying "Medical Insurance Ar-
rives," and goes on to say, "Citizens may pay a flat rate
per month and go to a physician of their choice."

I'm writing to ask if this service is now in operation,
and how does one join, and where? Both my husband and
I need medical care, but, on part-time pay, cannot afford
the very costly services of a good doctor, and we will not
run up a large bill that we cannot pay.

I will be glad to pay a regular fee per month, if real
medical service is available. If this is not now in effect,
how soon do you expect it to be?

In my own opinion (and experience) medical insurance
will be a great boon to the small-salaried group, and please
hasten it along.
Thanking you in advance for your reply, I am

Sincerely,
(Signed):

SPECIAL ARTICLES

FEDERAL GRAND JURY OF DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA AND THE AMERICAN

MEDICAL ASSOCIATION*
AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION AND TWENTY-

ONE DOCTORS INDICTED AS TRUST
Monopoly in Medicine Charged-Federal Action Follows

Fight on Cooperative Health Plan

Washington, Dec. 20 (INS).-The powerful American
Medical Association, three professional societies, and
twenty-one nationally known leaders in medicine and sur-
gery were indicted by a federal grand jury today on charges
of violating the antitrust laws.

Specifically, this blue-ribbon aggregation was accused of
the alleged restraint of a group health movement under-
taken by hundreds of low-income workers.
The indictments were returned after two months' in-

vestigation by the grand jury with the assistance of the
Department of Justice and its investigators, and culmi-
nated the first phase of a history-making official action
against organized medicine.

DR. FISHBEIN INDICTED

Chief among those indicted were:
Dr. Morris Fishbein, known as the "voice of American

medicine" in his capacity as editor of the Journal of the
American Medical Association.

* Because of the importance of the issues involved, gener-
ous space is given for a presentation of press articles
concerning the District of Columbia controversy, regarding
which articles have appeared in previous issues.


